Finis
1i)   Write the Russian Candide.
(2)   Write a book on Jesus.
(3)  Write my memoirs.
(4)   Write a poem about Sorokovin.
N.B. All this represents ten years of activity, and I am at
present fixty-six years of age.
In May, 1880, the Society of the Friends of Russian Liter-
ature invited Dostoevsky to make a speech at the unveilincr
of the Pushkin monument in Moscow. Along with Gogol,
Dostoevsky had always recognized Pushkin as his master.
Hermann in the Queen of Spades gave Dostoevsky the idea
for his Raskolnikov; the great poet's Demons supplied the
title and the motto for The Possessed (the Russian title of
this novel is Demons)-, and it was the monologue of the
Avaricious Knight that awakened the thirst for money and
boundless power in Dolgoruky of The Adolescent.
Dostoevsky's attitude toward Pushkin was one of jealous
love. He feared that other orators might show themselves
treacherous or cowardly with regard to his idol. The Occi
dentalists praised Pushkin as a great European; the Slavo-
philes did not dare proclaim him a great Russian. The public
wanted a definitive appreciation of the poet that would rec-
oncile the two camps, and Dostoevsky felt that it was his
prophetic mission to accomplish this task.
However, his wife feared the effects of the trip from
Staraya Russa to Moscow. Feodor Mikhailovich was tired
and, in the opinion of his doctors, his emphysema had made
terrible progress, threatening his very life. Anna Grigorievna
wrote, "My cousin Snitkin told me, that the little arteries
had become so thin and brittle that they could break at any
moment as a result of physical exertion."
Dostoevsky would have liked his wife to accompany him,